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In the Matter of

Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service

Forward-Looking Mechanism for
High Cost Support for Non-Rural
LECs

To: The Common Carrier Bureau

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CC Docket No. 96-45

CC Docket No. 97-160

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Puerto Rico Telephone Company ("PRTC"), by its attorneys, hereby requests additional

time to respond to the data requests contained in the Bureau's August 7, 1998 order in the

above-captioned proceeding. Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service, Order, CC Docket

Nos. 96-45 and 97-160, DA 98-1576 (reI. August 7, 1998) ("Bureau Order").

The Bureau Order seeks infonnation to be used in establishing accurate revenue

benchmarks to detennine the level ofhigh cost support, in the event that the Commission retains

the revenue benchmark methodology. Bureau Order at , 2. The Bureau provided six charts for

use by designated non-rural LECs to provide the requested data. PRTC has developed

procedures and a work plan to collect the data and provide it in the requested fonnat. However,

gather of the data was interrupted by Hurricane Georges, which ran the length ofPuerto Rico on

September 21 (see attachments).

The hurricane left Puerto Rico with heavy material damages and without electricity and

potable water, and only recently have some areas of San Juan, where PRTC's headquarters is



located, had power gradually restored. Since the hurricane, PRTC's resources have been, and

continue to be, dedicated to maintaining phone service on the island, assessing the damage left in

the Georges' wake, and working to reestablish normal operations in the company. For these

reasons, PRTC is not able to complete its preparation of responses to the data requests by

October 6 and respectfully requests an extension oftime to respond to the Bureau's pending data

request until October 30, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,

PUERTO RICO TELEPHONE COMPANY

JoeD. Edge
Tina M. Pidgeon
DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
901 Fifteenth Street, NW
Suite 900
VVashWngton, D.C. 20005
(202) 842-8800

Its Attorneys

September 29, 1998
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rhonda J. Roberts, certify that true and correct copies ofthe foregoing Request for
Extension ofTime ofPuerto Rico Telephone Company were delivered by hand delivery, on
September 29, 1998, to the following:

James D. Schlichting
Deputy Chief
Common Camer Bureau, Room 518
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King
Accounting Policy Division
Common Camer Bureau, Room 8625
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

ITS
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Room 102
Washington, D.C. 20037

RhopmlJ. Roberts
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Hurricane Georges Pummels Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands
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SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico, Sept.
21-Hunic:ane~ slammed.
to Puerto Rico with a veogeaDl:e
tonight. killing three ()ClOIlIe in a
IandIlIide and leaving a IraiI ci de­
sIruction greater than any 8blnn to
hit thisus. territory indecades..

Winds (!lISted up to 130 mph and
cInM! sheets ci rain aImoIt horimn­
tally aerotlII the entire i8IInd. CIIltiIW
power to more than 8OO,CD)
hOlllcs 80~ ci Puerto Rico's
eIedridty aJStoment-rippinadown
telephone lines and rippingup"
JIlIins. knocking out SIteIIitr fIeIevi.
Ilion tran!llissblS and downiIW
tholmndsof trets.

An ominous l\'l8f, alXOI..........I...-dliedod by
the piercing whistle of~
winds, aJUld be heard for boIn
throughout this city, and ewm _
llpIItJllent blIiIdinp and hotels
lIhook. As midnight IfIIIl'OiICbc:d
GeorJlts' eye htmg ominously CMI'

the Wand as anxious IeIIidmta wait­
ed for the trIiIilw wall 0( the bani­
CIIIIe to strike, a phenomenon that is
I!flerIIy more violent thin the
storm's initial blows.

Late kJniIbt, President Ointon
dedared Puerto Rial and the u.s.
Vqin Wands a cIisasl« ma,1IItho­
rizing reIeaIe vf fedml recovery aid.
Earlier in the day, GecrIes' 115mph
lIUSIained winds and iJIaNds of rain
battered the U.s. and British Vqin
WInds to the east after fIoodilw
I'OIllk, hJppirrg power lines and
shearing 011" rooftOlJ6 on the tiny

•• 111'[ 11 .... 7.- .....,. ..............'11-..._Wll-'ll(__

iIIaada cf the lIIJI1hrastem Caribbe-...
At lelltone....was ft!IlOIUdOll

the ....cf AntWII dIIt cfa .....
whowasstndbrlJiac....wfIen
be ..Odtside • the tInlpeIt .­
e.rIy this auning. Residea&a cf tbe
...... where ReIdy 6,000 pCIClIIIe
were holed up in ...... said that
hcxnes and IJuiIIIin(lII were pelted by
driviIW .... IJiac aIIeet mdal and
QJl.'.OIlIIts. SoIdias pIboIIed the
stnlets cf St. John's, Antigua's capi­
taL topment looting.

In the twin-iIIInd state ofSt. Kius

and Nevis, l'tIIidmta veatured oot
IrriefIy to sney stonn cIamaat IIld
dIeck 011 nelIbbon when Georges'
35_wide • IlIIJlIcd lMlI'head
beiJre dawn. Iritgfng with it a
weIllome Y'! ep1Iemaai calm. The
IIurrialne tIJeft IOIftd bIck to life as
its l'CII"tankCMIe asIIore.

SmIlewbIt dimlnIIhed in stJength
liooe the Mdrmd but d aweaxne
in ita cIcstrul:tM power, the hurri­
cane pined more might today as it
took aim at Puerto Rico, where
nearly22,lm ()ClOIlIe!lOUght refuge in

376ebcIteralII!tupmldlools,dJurt:b..
es lOll other pufJIi: buiIIInp.

By midaItemoon, sa. Qoix in the
u.s. Viqrja hid beeR pwnd-
Ed by 100 windll that cacad
wideIpreId pnlIleI'ty cfrrnlrae. The
i!IInds' panar, Roy sdineider,
.... III 8 p.m. anew...... the
giIIRt Ammda Hees Corp. 0In!in­
fS1 in St. Qoix, tbe Iqest in the
Western Hemisphere,shut dowuasa
prerJIlItion.

"SL Croix took a direct hit," said
Michael Formoa. a mcteoroloIist at
the National HWTicane Center in

Miami. in a teIqlbooe iateMew.
PUerto Rico, Aatip Illd the 0utdI
territories cfsa ... SL EuatatiIII
aIlIo felt the brUIIl cfGeorp' fury.

Here in Puerto RiQJ, oIIdIIIlIIld
thIt tine people died in a IItonD-in­
duced IandIIide in the SIn Juan
IlUburb cf 8ayImoo. and that. two
elderly people ,., died of heart
auaeb in shelters. Monlo¥er, they
said that. roofs 011 at IeIlIt 10 struc­
tures had CllIIapled and that people
may be tr.lpped in the robble.

&In Juan's airport~ suf­
fered heavy c:Iamagl? as did the is-

land's lIaphip hotel, the Cooquista­
dar, in tbe town olFajardo. where 60
homes were wredred.. Georges was
beIiewd to be the Iargelt and l1lOIlt
powerful burricane to hit this island
cf 3.8 DJiIIioo IJllOI* Ilinre Hurricane
SIn Npe *udc in 1928 and San
CiprirIliDl9S2.

A 1IIait:me warniDg has been
rlOIIied fIIdIer weat iJr the Domini­
CIIl~ _ the llIII'thern coast
ciHliIi, the.............., IJlIhamas.
the Twb IIld Caloo8 ls1aDds. and
.....CII& Melnwhilto oIiciaIs in
ICer Wert. llIurida's soudlermllJSt
.,....1IlIkiIlgfJllIeI'Ill!lIt storm
.... e·

SallIe who came 6lc:HHIDe with
~ in AaIIiIPa lOll aeiIIbbclIing
Ma.liienatlilltnilJltlllll-.,kJday
lIIId l .. IWIIllIDr but .. Ieee
destllIdioe ... other Iuricanes
tfIer _ apetiaad. -riledamagt
fromGeoIpis triviII ifwoe c:oo.-re
it to IIanialrJeI ... Lewis aDd
JIIriIJa."'"TercaSiIaJtt,mown­
er of.,.Gnadview Bcd and Break­
fast 011 MoaIaenat.

The burric::aJIe cut water and pow­
er eeM:e, washed oot ItlCId9, felled
tns ....~ houlIes there, but
it aIlIId _ been worse, she IIllid.
"We have been praiinc the Lord aU
day....said, adding, "I think people
were really prepamJ beause Hugo
was so fre8h inour 1lJinck."
But in St. Kitts, tali driver Carl
SImpeon. 52, had adiierent take on
Georges. "It wtIl take a wbiIe to
~ from this,"besaid. "Whether
it is shooting winds of 150~ or
100mph, ahunicane on asmaU p/ace
like this is a terrifying thing."
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using ga&-powered generators,
Only 20 percent or the popula.

tion now has access to potable tap
water, and there are no indic<ltions
when fuU lIeIVice will return to
normal. On another front, oficials
IIIid that many coffee and plantain
CfOIIlI, which are vital to the ilI/and's
aaricuJturai economy. were de­
lItroyed by the hurricane.

"We are Iltarting from groood
7.etO; Puerto Rican Gov. Pedro
JtoueIIo laid of the recovery effort.
As winds and rains &lowly abated
today, workers cleared debri8 from
the runways at San Juan's interna­
tional airport so that emergency aid
could be Down in,

HURBlCANE,FromAI

For those islands already rav­
aged by the storm, the job of
dJaing out will be a formidable
one. In Puerto Rico, Georges
snapped and uprooted cOWItiess
trees, which are nowbIoddng many
of the island's major streets. Cars
were flipped over. windowa were
blown out, and hlllldreds of homes
and businesses were destroyed or
damaged. In one incident, a con­
struction crane IoflllIed over and
slammed into the living room of a
woman. who somehow escaped in­
jury.

By the time the hurricane tra­
versed the island, at least five pe0­

ple had been reported killed; nu·
merous others are believed to be
missing in the rubble of their col·
lapsed homes. Electricity was
knocked out over virtually all of
Puerto Rim, and it may take as long
as three weeks to restore service,
posing potentially serioos conse­
quences for businesses and medical
facilities; for now. hospitals are

"I',

See HURRICANE, A20. Col. 2

or the most destrudive hurricane to
hit this u.s. territory indL~
grim spectade that also confronts
the U.s. and British Virgin Islands
and the tiny states 01 the 1lOrtIleast­
em C.itJbesil, whidl also feD victim
to~ punishing power over
the pIIlll two..

By all 1l'ft!U!!t8, the deYaslating
rorce that GeoiIf!Stfteallhed during
its s1x-hour -.It 00 Puerto Rico
was greater tIw1 that d HurrIcane
Htwl. which talIlIed biIIiona Of dol-

Ian in .... throu&hout the Ca­
rtiIeaD Iline yean ago and IIiIbI
more thIIl two doIenpeopie. Aad,
.....the powerfulllloml ....
MriIIe the U.s." " ~ ill the IIl!It
.... .,.. -6c to the NIt­
tiaMll••irueCenter illMIImL

Mer botteiillg Puerto Ria» wftb=wiadJ 01 It' to 130 ....
dIamed welt." IIId

-.Ie ...... tIiI • IIlIOlI ill the

De ". " .... ' wbeIe It-t ...... fIIlIIlIe8, p ....W
CGIItaI lIIlrudInI with u-iug
_ and fined tln...... 01 the
COl&ry'aS.....peopIeilllo lIlomI
...... At _ 10 people were
Il!pllItedIy l6d-two eledioeuted
by downed power linea, the Iellt
either drowned ill IIalIb IIoods or
baried heIIeath .......... o-aD,
Gecqea'"kIIallt IeIlIt 20 people
lIiIIae it tore into the IlIlrtbeaIItem
ea.ihIJan late Sunday.

Hurricane Hammers Puerto Rico
Hispaniola, Florida Keys Batten Down as Georges Moves West

The storm caught the 3 million
people or Santo Domingo, the D0­
minican capital, almost entirely WI·

•~ llll it swerved sJi&lltly sooth
or its predicted COIUlIe and began
IIIbing the city llllliel'tely as it had
SIn Juan. As the darkness ap­
JIII*'.hed. DominIcan Pretlident
Leone! Fernandez told his counlJy­
men the COUPtry's fate is in God's
hinds. "For the moment," he said,
"the only thing left for \Ill to do is to
raiae our prayers to the Almighty."

Late last night, the eye of the
storm crossed into neighboring Hai­
ti-which shares the island or Hi&­
panioIa with the Dominican Repu~

lic-.d foretasters said it would
Iikefy IJIanket that country as it did
Puerto Rico, aIthoulIh with slightly
dillllLlished windlI. Haiti is the poor­
elIt allIIIby in the Welltem Hemi­
sphere, and the vast Mlliority or its
15miIion people M in1I!1b&tandard
housin( and have /lttIe communica­
tion with the outIide world.

An day today. aMlleJk.1' teams
then! aaambled to pn!JlII'e for the
storm.l*ticuIarty in HaitJ~s lmIOte.
debellted hila, where thousands or
peop/e live in tin shadls. "In a storm
or this mqnituc\>, it is hard to eYelI
mmpreheud bow calastrophic this
cooId he," said a government
spokeswoman in Port-au-Prince, the
Haitian capital.

By ShOE F. KOYALESIU
""0"';"«10,,1'001 F....S" S.n;cc

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico, Sept;
22-lt W811 this morning, llIIlIer a
\ilht rain. that the wrath or Hurri­
cane Geor&es fmally hrokeCannen
RIo& Serrano.

After a terrifying llil!ht in which
~ wreaIIe.t havoc 00 Puerto
Rico. Semno, 61. paLtfIIIr oon-
treated A!IIIity .. • eI the
dImItIe to her .......' I in
the IAIlI PInos IllCtIOlI 01 SIn JaIn:
Its tin roof had been peeled .. like

the top 01 a can, IIIkIHeep Jllinwa..
tel" eovered I!ftI)' iDch 01 the floor,
IIIll then! ... 110 eledtidt,. tde­
JlIlOlIe Ienite or tapwater.

"What. am 1..... to dol' J am a
-livIDfabJeWith IIale m0n­
ey; laid Rioe, who receM!s a
IllOlIUIIy 1IbRi.llltill IIIIilIIance
dleck. Theil • Iwted'" _ in
her pUna IIIll wept. "What hap­
pened to me last niIlkt was l!O
horrtie.llieel crazy ... he/pIma."

As dawn llIriwd, IIIlIlIl d Puerto
Rico _ withoul.-..... ita 3.8
miIIlon I'elIidents raced theaftermath


